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THE CHARACTER OF CICERO’S TESTIMONY*
by

MARCIN KURPIOS
ABSTRACT: This paper concerns a short reference to Theophrastus in Cicero’s Orator, in
which Herodotus’ and Thucydides’ contribution to historiography is evaluated. The focus is on the
character and accuracy of the testimony, which until now have not been examined in detail. Arguments are put forward for the thesis that the sentence in question is Cicero’s attempt at a translation
of Theophrastus’ words. Overall, the paper is a step forward in our knowledge about this fragment in
particular, but also in terms of methods that can be applied to the study of historical and philosophical fragments in general.

In the Orator Cicero adduces Theophrastus in the context of a brief “history” of artful prose1. It is a short account, beginning with Thrasymachus and
Gorgias, going through Theodorus of Byzantium, and ending up with Isocrates
(Or. 37–42). Cicero praises Herodotus and Thucydides for their restraint in employing excessive rhetorical devices. Then comes our reference to Theophrastus
(Or. 39 = fr. 697 FHS&G):
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1
On the Orator in general see: Sandys 1885: LI–LXXVI; Schlittenbauer 1903; Sabbadini
1916; Yon 1958; Hubbell 1962: 297–302; Narducci 2002. The standard text of the Orator is
Westman 1980.

